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INTRODUCTION

T
he Heritage courses of the University of 
Tuscia enjoy a long tradition, which started 
in 1990 when the Faculty of Conservation 
of Heritage was inaugurated (the first of 
its kind in Italy); it subsequently merged 
with the Heritage Studies Department. 

Although the various courses have been transformed 
over time, they have maintained their original theoreti-
cal, critical and methodological aims.
Today there are three Heritage courses: the three-year 
degree Bachelor’s course L1 Cultural Heritage Stu-
dies held at DISUCOM; the interdisciplinary master’s 
course LM2/LM89 Archaeology and Art History, Ma-
nagement and Enhancement is held at DISTU; and the 
single-cycle degree course LMR-02 Heritage Conser-
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vation and Restoration held at DIBAF.
Together, the three courses correspond to different and 
specific levels and fields of study while maintaining a 
close interdependence. This enables a single cultural 
vision for the training of professionals who are able to 
work within the whole range of different disciplines that 
the sector offers. Knowledge of the issues connected to 
the management, conservation, restoration and enhan-
cement of archaeological and historic-artistic heritage 
is thus combined.
The Departments where Heritage courses are held 
(DEIM, DIBAF, DISTU, DISUCOM) recognise the value 
and the current trends of teaching and research tradi-
tion, and in order to guarantee continual development, 
they have subscribed to a convention regarding archae-
ological and historic-artistic heritage with organizatio-
nal and promotional functions.
Further details regarding archaeological and historic-
artistic heritage studies are available on the University 
website.



ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC ARTISTIC 
HERITAGE STUDIES

DEGREE COURSES
A.Y.2016/2017



THREE-YEAR BACHELOR’S DEGREE COURSE  (L-1)

HERITAGE STUDIES
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Teaching Aims
A bachelor’s degree in Heritage Studies (L-1) offers a 
study pathway aimed at giving basic knowledge and tea-
ching good methodological practices in the field of herita-
ge studies, with particular reference to archaeological and 
historic-artistic artefacts. The course also aims to foster 
the idea that today, the knowledge, value and manage-
ment of our cultural heritage requires a multidisciplinary 
approach.
The study pathway comprises core foundation level stu-
dies using historic, archaeological and historic-artistic 
materials, including philological-literary documentation. 
This is followed by legislation and management studies 
regarding heritage, and subjects aimed at acquiring a 
greater expertise in both written and oral Italian langua-
ge and at least one European Community language. The 
course is completed with technical-scientific studies, 
which are vital for the understanding, management and 
enhancement of heritage. Traineeships and work expe-
rience at both national and international level form an 
integral part of the course. These ensure the acquisition 
of technical skills for hands-on intervention in various 
fields, for example, in archaeology with digs, topographi-
cal surveys, cataloguing of finds, initiating their placement 
in museums, and informative exhibitions; in the historic-
artistic sector, with inventory work, cataloguing works of 
art, participating in the organization of exhibitions, assi-
sting in planning, in setting up and managing museum ac-
tivities, supervision in art galleries, archives and libraries. 
As graduates, on completion of your course, you will be 
equipped with the fundamental, methodological and the-
oretical tools, to prepare you for the world of work.
Furthermore, the study pathway offers you the basic 
foundations and technical knowledge in preparation for 
postgraduate study, also at other Italian universities and 
institutions, according to your specific aptitude.

Career Opportunities
Heritage Studies Graduates could consider a professional 
career in:  
{ Universities and public and private institutions dealing 

with the management and conservation of heritage. 

Director
Prof. Gian Maria Di Nocera
gm.dinocera@unitus.it
Student Office
Via Santa Maria in Gradi, 4
Tel. 0761 357798
Location
Riello Campus
Largo dell’Università 
Tel. 0761 357166
Tel. 0761 357167
beniculturali@unitus.it 
Department Headquarters 
of the Heritage Courses 
DISUCOM,  Department of 
Humanistic, Communication 
and Tourism Studies
Via Santa Maria in Gradi, 4
Tel. 0761 357604
Tel. 0761 357604
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{ Ministerial Artistic and Heritage Institutions responsi-
ble for the conservation of heritage (museums, libraries, 
etc.).

{ società, cooperative, fondazioni operanti nell’ambito dei 
beni culturali.

Companies, cooperatives, and foundations involved in he-
ritage.
As graduates of a three-year degree in Heritage Studies 
(L-1), you will be equipped to collaborate in: carrying out 
archaeological digs, drawing up archaeological maps, ca-
taloguing artefacts, the management of museums and 
organization of exhibitions and relative media commu-
nications. You will also be prepared to assist in research 
activities.

Useful information about the degree course
The Heritage Studies degree course is formulated over th-
ree years of full-time study which includes a professional 
traineeship, to help inform and guide a future career, and 
finally, the writing of a thesis. A degree in Heritage Stu-
dies requires 180 CFU (university credits), which is gran-
ted after having successfully achieved the required exam 
grades. The course is organized along two possible study 
pathways, based on your specific interests: one Archaeo-
logical and one Historic-Artistic. 

Enrolment
We welcome students in possession of an Italian high 
school diploma. We also accept a wide variety of equiva-
lent overseas qualifications, based on current legislation. 
As an applicant, you must take a test in order to verify your 
level of preparation, which does not, in any case, prevent 
your enrolment. The test consists of multiple-choice que-
stions aimed at verifying text comprehension. Students 
who do not pass the test are welcome to enrol, but must 
improve their basic skills by attending support activities/
lessons, subsequent to an interview with the course direc-
tor or with a member of the teaching staff.
All the course activities, including the various forms of 
education, have specific aims and are geared towards the 
acquisition of professional skills, which will enable you to 
work at various levels in the Archaeological and Historic-
Artistic Cultural Heritage sectors.



INTERDISCIPLINARY MASTER’S DEGREE 
COURSE  (LM-2 / LM-89)

ARCHAEOLOGY AND ART 
HISTORY, MANAGEMENT 
& ENHANCEMENT



11 UNITUS - ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC-ARTISTIC HERITAGE STUDIES - HANDBOOK 2016/2017

Teaching Aims
An interdisciplinary master’s degree in Archaeology and 
History of Art will give you the expertise required for fur-
ther research or employment in the sectors of archae-
ological and historic-artistic heritage. The course is a 
natural progression from previously acquired knowledge 
of the various issues related to heritage, and will ena-
ble you to develop advanced theoretical, historical and 
critical-methodological skills in the diverse fields and 
chronological areas of heritage. It will also equip you 
with strategies to become skilled in conservation, mana-
gement, promotion and enhancement of archaeological 
and historic-artistic heritage.
The course is structured along two pathways, which 
share some core study modules: archaeological and 
historic-artistic. As a graduate of the archaeological 
pathway, you will benefit from innovative training, su-
stained by a solid skill set, both in historical, philological 
and historic-artistic studies of the ancient world, and in 
archaeological methodologies and techniques. 
In order to do this, the course will train you in the field 
of archaeology which not only covers the classical pe-
riod, but also ranges from prehistory and protohistory to 
medieval times, including Etruscology, topography and 
numismatics. It will enable you to fully develop specific 
knowledge both in archaeological dig recognition and 
procedures, in the interpretation of written sources and 
in reading and interpreting historic-artistic artefacts.
The master's degree is specifically oriented to the stu-
dy of artistic-historic events and the management and 
enhancement of works of art. This results from requests 
directly from the world of work, which are increasingly 
geared towards interdisciplinary collaboration between 
art historians, curators, scientists and restorers, in order 
to guarantee correct methodological procedures while 
managing our historic-artistic heritage. 
The course includes lectures and teaching of core 
subjects, by means of which a study pathway can be 
planned which links to specific fields and chronological 
frameworks. The core scientific modules cover a wide 
range of topics, which are integral to the study pathway. 
These can be combined with related and complemen-
tary subjects to suit your individual skills and aptitudes.

Course Director 
Prof. Patrizia Mania
patrizia.mania@unitus.it
Student Office 
Via Santa Maria in Gradi, 4
Tel. 0761 357798
Location
Riello Campus
Largo dell’Università 
Tel. 0761 357166
Tel. 0761 357167
Headquarters
DISTU  Department of Linguistics 
and Literary, Historical, 
Philosophical and Legal Studies
San Carlo Campus
Via San Carlo, 32
Tel. 0761 357876
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As far as instruction is concerned, for each module you 
will be allocated a tutor who is a specialist in that par-
ticular field. He or she will support you with academic 
enquiries relating to all aspects of your studies.  Lessons 
will be held in a classroom environment and seminars 
in small groups with the tutor.  Each module includes 
written assignments, activities in the lab, visits to ar-
chaeological and historic-artistic sites of interest, such 
as museums, art galleries, art foundations, archaeologi-
cal sites, etc. 

Career Opportunities
As a graduate, you will be equipped to carry out pro-
fessional activities at a high level of competence at 
museums, in supervisory roles, at libraries specialising 
in archaeology and art history, various local institutions 
occupied in the field of research and enhancement of ar-
chaeological and historic-artistic heritage. As a graduate 
in archaeology you will be able to operate in positions of 
high responsibility, such as:
scientific institutions,  universities and research facili-
ties;  in supervisory roles in museums, etc. at a national, 
regional and local level;
in managerial roles in the area of research and manage-
ment of the historical-archaeological and documentary 
heritage with public and private institutes;
for companies, cooperatives and other private groups, 
being fully able to collaborate in all activities, from the 
dig to the public exhibition, with institutes responsible 
for the protection of the archaeological heritage;
activities in the publishing sector, such as communica-
tions and media specialising in the archaeological sector;
As a graduate in art history and protection of the histo-
ric-artistic heritage, you will be equipped to operate in 
positions of high responsibility in: 
public institutions (museums, cultural centres, interna-
tional, national and local establishments) in a supervi-
sory role;
private institutions (art galleries, cultural foundations) 
in a research capacity, or in cataloguing, in the protec-
tion, conservation and enhancement of historic-artistic 
heritage, or the management, planning, documentation, 
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insurance evaluation, testing, setting up of exhibitions, 
in addition to teaching museum studies;
activities in the publishing sector, such as communica-
tions and media specialising in the historic-artistic sec-
tor.
As a graduate of either study pathway, you will be able 
to access subsequent PhD studies, specializations and 
master's courses or work in a specialised advisory capa-
city in the cultural and media sectors. 

Academic Requirements for the Master's Degree Course 
The entry requirements to the Interdisciplinary Master's 
Degree Courses in Archaeology and History of Art cor-
respond to current legislation. Course applicants must 
have the required certification to enrol. You must have 
sufficient knowledge of the following subjects from a 
previous three-year degree course: literature, linguistics, 
history, geography, art history, archaeology and techni-
cal methodology.
Interdisciplinary master's course applicants must:
{ have graduated from any three-year degree course  

(with no restrictions regarding year of graduation)  
(Legislation: ex D.M.270/04, ex D.M. 509/99, ex 
D.M. 508/99); 

{ or hold a current degree or equivalent qualification; 
{ or hold an equivalent qualification from a recognised 

overseas institution.

In any case, you must have acquired sufficient credits 
from one or more of the following academic areas:
For the archaeological curriculum:
{ 20 CFU: L-ANT/01; L-ANT/04; L-ANT/06; L-

ANT/07; L-ANT/08; L-ANT/09; L-ANT/10; L-ART/01; 
L-OR/05.

{ 15 CFU: L-ANT/02; L-ANT/03; L-OR/01; L-OR/02; L-
FIL-LET/02; L-FIL-LET/04; L-FIL-LET/05.

For the historic-artistic curriculum:
{ 20 CFU: L-ART/01; L-ART/02; L-ART/03; L-ART/04
{ 15 CFU: M-STO/01; M-STO/02; M-STO/04; L-FIL-

LET/10; L-FIL-LET/11; M-DEA/01; IUS/10
To be accepted onto the Interdisciplinary Master's De-
gree course in Archaeology and History of Art, Protection 
and Enhancement you must also have an interview with 
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a commission composed of members of the Council, to 
check your preparation and your knowledge of at least 
one foreign European language.
Further details of the interview are given in Course 
Regulations.
The Interdisciplinary Master's Degree course in 
Archaeology and History of Art, Conservation and En-
hancement takes place over two years of full-time study, 
including a traineeship, and the writing of a thesis.  It 
is an interdisciplinary degree course with two different 
study pathways: LM2 and LM89. For this reason when 
you enrol, you have to indicate the title of the degree 
course you wish to graduate in. You can change your 
choice within the second year.  
The course aims to equip you with high level training and 
to prepare you for highly qualified employment in the 
field of Archaeology, History of Art and more generally 
the cultural heritage industry. You need 120 CFU for your 
degree to be granted, which includes passing 11 exams 
in the core and related topics which characterise this 
course. An additional 10 CFU are granted on completion 
of a successful traineeship and 22 CFU are given for the 
final assessment.



GUIDA DI DIPARTIMENTO

FIVE-YEAR SINGLE CYCLE MASTER'S 
DEGREE COURSE  (LMR-02)

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND 
RESTORATION  
Enabling graduates to pursue a career in Heritage Restoration  
(Legislation - D.Lgs. 42/2004)
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Teaching Aims
A single-cycle master's degree in Heritage Conserva-
tion and Restoration, LMR-02, will provide you with 
the knowledge and skills to enable you to work in the 
sector of Heritage Restoration. The course offers both 
methodological theory and practical technical activi-
ties, such as diagnostics, conservation and restora-
tion. The work is mainly carried out in authentic con-
texts and on original artefacts, in labs or in the field.
Applicants must take an entry test and the course 
concludes with a final exam. The study pathway will 
equip you with a basic knowledge of historical, scien-
tific and technical subjects, and will provide you with 
methodological skills and the ability to recognise, cri-
ticise and diagnose artefacts. These skills will form a 
practical framework enabling you to interpret, manage 
and intervene in heritage sites and objects.
As a graduate, you will be moving in a professional 
sphere that requires both passion and a sense of re-
sponsibility to communicate appropriately and to 
continually update your skills and cultural awareness. 
The course is therefore structured to encourage both a 
passion for research and experimentation, and a sense 
of responsibility and respect for the heritage and envi-
ronment that will be passed on to future generations.
The course LMR-02 is has an extensive programme of 
teaching and hands-on training in the heritage sector. 
The modules are organized along historic and scienti-
fic lines, with teaching in the laboratories divided into 
two areas: 'Artefacts in stone and derivatives; deco-
rated architectonic surfaces (wall paintings, mosaics 
and stucco work), and 'Painted artefacts on wood and 
textiles' (wooden sculptures; wooden furnishings and 
structures; artefacts in manufactured synthetic mate-
rials, assembled and/or painted). 
This blend of diverse skills and expertise enables wi-
de-ranging studies that benefit from a solid tradition 
of historical, theoretical and methodological teaching 
and opens itself to new training strategies for the con-
servation and enhancement of the extensive historic-
artistic Italian heritage.     

Course Director 
Prof. Ulderico Santamaria
santamaria@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357677
Student Office 
Via Santa Maria in Gradi, 4
Tel. 0761 357798
Location  
Riello Campus
Largo dell’Università 
Tel. 0761 357166
Tel. 0761 357167
beniculturali@unitus.it
restauro@unitus.it
Department 
DIBAF Department for innovation 
in Biological Systems, Agro-Food 
and Forestry
Via S.Camillo de Lellis, s.n.c.
Tel. 0761 357544



17 UNITUS - ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC-ARTISTIC HERITAGE STUDIES - HANDBOOK 2016/2017

Career Opportunities
The master's degree course will equip you to take up a 
career in heritage restoration. It will enable you to take 
decisions regarding your technical skills and exper-
tise and to take direct and indirect action to limit the 
processes of deterioration of artefacts, ensuring their 
preservation for future generations. It will open up op-
portunities for employment in:
{ Ministerial institutions dealing with heritage, cultu-

ral activities and tourism (in a supervisory position 
at museums, libraries, etc.);

{ Public and private restoration laboratories;
{ Private businesses operating in diagnostics, conser-

vation and restoration;
{ Universities, and public and private research organi-

zations.
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Entry Requirements
This degree course has a limited number of places 
available. Selection is decided by means of an entrance 
exam, divided into three parts, according to Legislation: 
D.M. 87/2009: 
{ two practical tests (graphic transposition and chro-

matic reproduction). You can find exam simulations 
for these, including information about the materials 
to use during the tests on the DIBAF Department 
website for the School of Archaeology and Historic-
Artistic Heritage; 

{ one oral exam to check you have sufficient knowled-
ge of history, art history, archaeology and basic 
knowledge of the sciences, such as chemistry, bio-
logy, physics, and the English language. You will find 
a bibliography of reference material on the website. 
La bibliografia di riferimento verrà indicata nel bando.

The entrance exams will take place during the month 
of September. The course tutors have organized mee-
tings during the months of May, June, July and August 
in order to help students to successfully prepare for 
the entrance exam. You should specify your preferred 
study pathway, PFP1 or PFP2, on the application form. 
The two courses differ in some teaching activities in 
the lab and in on site activities. The lab activities of 
both courses correspond to 18 CFU which are granted 
annually for each study pathway. At the end of the aca-
demic year you will have to take a test to demonstrate 
that you have successfully reached the required levels 
in the restoration activities, this will enable you to pro-
gress to the subsequent year of study.  Course atten-
dance is mandatory. 
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POSTGRADUATE STUDY

Research Doctorate in 
Historical Sciences and Heritage Studies 

The course offers the possibility for highly qualified and 
innovative research activities in the field of historic-
social sciences and heritage studies. The program ex-
plores the history of human society and the production 
of cultural artefacts and intangible phenomena, which 
are specifically artistic and extend along a timeline from 
antiquity to contemporary times. The understanding of 
historical sources and archives, which are testament 
to archaeological and artistic expression, requires their 
contextualisation in a landscape marked by traces, me-
mories, and inheritance, which makes use of diagnostic 
and information disciplines and technologies.
As a research doctor in Historical Sciences and Heritage 
Studies you will be well equipped to carry out activities 
of research at Italian and overseas universities, but also 
to take on roles in public organizations, in a supervisory 
capacity, in restoration institutions, museums, private 
businesses, research institutions, publishing houses, 
and centres for documentation and cataloguing. The 
skills you acquire will qualify you further to pursue a 
career in journalism, in media communications and in 
cultural activities.

Interdepartmental Specialization School of  
Archaeological Heritage 

Beginning with the 2016/2017 academic year, an inter-
departmental specialization school of archaeological 
heritage will be activated. The School aims to train spe-
cialists in the sectors of analysis, protection, manage-
ment and enhancement of archaeological heritage, who 
can operate in positions of high responsibility in public 
and/or private sectors. The diploma that the School 

Coordinator
Prof. Luciano Palermo
luciano.palermo@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357879
Location
DISTU Department of Linguistics 
and Literary, Historical, 
Philosophical and Legal Studies
Complesso di San Carlo
Via San Carlo, 32
Tel.0761 357876
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grants will demonstrate significant professional trai-
ning and, at the same time, will offer the opportunity to 
take part in Public Competitions to apply for positions 
such as Department Heads, in addition to invitations to 
tender for archaeological evaluations, according to legi-
slation 63/2008. The School will offer three courses of 
two-year study, as follows:
{  Prehistoric and Protohistoric Archaeology;
{  Classic Archaeology;
{  Late Ancient and Medieval Archaeology.
The School offers places for 20 graduates each year, 
as follows: 10 places for Classical Archaeology, 5 pla-
ces for Prehistoric and Protohistoric Archaeology and 
5 places for Late Ancient and Medieval Archaeology. A 
significant portion of each of the three study pathways 
will involve a traineeship, which gives 30 of the 120 to-
tal credits and which you will be able to carry out in 
many important projects organized by the School aca-
demic staff.

Specialization School of   
Artistic Heritage 

In 2008 the School of Protection and Enhancement of 
Heritage, which started in 1997, was transformed into 
the School of Artistic-Historic Heritage. The School of-
fers 2-year courses, which will prepare you as a highly 
skilled professional to work in the sector of protection, 
management, conservation and enhancement of the hi-
storic-artistic heritage. Furthermore, it will provide you 
with a qualification to work in a supervisory capacity 
at a national level in museums and art galleries, both 
public and private. As an expert in your field, you will 
be able to work in positions of high responsibility in the 
technical and administrative levels of The Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage and Tourism Activities (MIBACT), 
in public institutions for the protection, conservation, 
restoration, management and enhancement of the hi-
storic-artistic heritage. You will also be able to work in 
private businesses or professional studios operating in 
the sector in general but also in the field of historical 
analysis, critical awareness, cataloguing and diagnostic 
techniques.

Director
Prof. Maria Raffaella Menna 
mrmenna@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357685
Location
DISTU  Department
Linguistics and Literary, Historical, 
Philosophical and Legal Studies
Complesso di San Carlo
Via San Carlo, 32
Tel. 0761 357876
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The research that the University carri-
es out in the field of archaeological and 
historic-artistic heritage can be divided 
into six main areas. As an undergraduate 
or graduate, you can take an active role in 
the area you find most interesting. 

{ Archaeology
{ History of Art
{ Philological and Literary Studies
{ Historical and Legal Studies
{ Science and Technology for 

Conservation, Restoration and 
Enhancement of Heritage

{ Landscape, Conservation and 
Restoration of Environmental Heritage

Archaeology
Archaeological research can be divided 
into two main areas: one of international 
interest because it is financed by interna-
tional institutes or because the activity is 
carried out abroad; the other of national 
or local interest because it has connec-
tions closer to home, but still generates 
wide scientific interest.  
In the first group, the European Music Ar-
chaeology Project (EMAP) (No. 536370-
CU- 1-2013-IT-CULTURE-VOL11) is re-
newed annually. The project is financed 
by the European Community and its aims 
are the study of musical instruments in 
a musical context from ancient times 
– from prehistory to late antiquity in Eu-
rope and the area of the Mediterranean. 

CLIMA (Cultural Landscape Risk Identifi-
cation, Management and Assessment) is 
another significant European project.
In the ambit of activities carried out 
abroad, Egypt and Turkey are the two 
geographical areas of major interest. As 
regards Egypt, researchers at the project 
at the Oasis of Farafra (Western Egyp-
tian Desert) can study of the process of 
anthropization of the oasis between Pha-
raonic and Roman times. A second impor-
tant project of international cooperation 
between Italy and Egypt deals with archi-
tectural, museological and museographic 
research at the Greco-Roman Museum 
in Alessandria. In Turkey, thanks to close 
collaboration with Sapienza University in 
Rome, the School of Archaeological and 
Historic-Artistic Heritage carries out re-
search at the dig of Arslantepe (Malatya). 
One line of research deals with the role of 
metallurgy between the fifth and second 
millennium BC in the high Euphrates; the 
other focuses on the use and conserva-
tion of food resources and their proces-
sing by the application of interdisciplinary 

RESEARCH
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methodologies.
There are numerous opportunities to car-
ry out research financed by national, re-
gional and local organizations. These fo-
cus mainly on chronological areas which 
date from prehistory to the medieval 
times, and interest a considerable num-
ber of regions: Sicily, Sardinia, Campania, 
Marche and naturally, Lazio. In the ambit 
of prehistory, a general theme of interest 
is the Bronze Age in Italy (2nd millennium 
BC), in which there are two areas of re-
search. The first is the Fondarca Project, 
which deals with an archaeological dig in 
the cave Grotta delle Nottole at Fondarca 
(Cagli, Pesaro). The new dig, which was 
started in October 2013, is in a cave used 
for worship during the Bronze Age (1600-
1250 BC) and located in mountainous 
surroundings. The project aims to carry 
out research and enhancement of the 
area from an archaeological and naturali-
stic aspect.
The second area of research aims to stu-
dy the prehistoric settlements in the cal-
dera of Latera in collaboration with the 
Prehistoric Museum of Tuscia and Rocca 
Farnese at Valentano (Viterbo). More 
recent phases have focused on another 
important number of projects. Among 
these is the Erice project in Trapani, Sicily, 
which examines the Elimo-Punic and la-
ter medieval walls and the Norman castle 
which stands on the celebrated temple of 
Venere Ericina. The Cornus project aims 
to reconstruct the urban areas of the Sar-
do-Punic and later Roman city of Cornus. 
This project, which started in 2010, is also 
planning a programme to fully exploit the 
archaeological remains in the area, which 
has started with the setting up of the Civic 
Museum of Archaeology and the creation 
of archaeological itineraries.

This year, research has also started in an 
important Nuragic village in the same 
area. In Campania, there is also the dig of 
the Roman colony of Liternum, financed 
by MIUR as part of the “Rita Levi Mon-
talcini” programme. Research there is 
concentrating on defining the chronology 
and the organization of the city's forum. 
Among studies regarding an ancient 
urban context, research into the city of 
Falerii Novi, should certainly be included. 
Particular attention is given to the urban 
development of the city, to the creation 
of documentation to monitor the ancient 
walls and to the study of artisan materials 
and the artistic culture of this centre du-
ring the Republican and Imperial eras. 
The research projects carried out in the 
area between the Tiber Valley and the 
Cimini Mountains in Viterbo are deci-
dedly more territorial. In the ambit of this 
project, among the archaeological digs 
there is one which is quite significant – 
the rediscovered 12th century Romanic 
church on the plains of San Valentino 
(Soriano nel Cimino).
Another area of archaeological research 
deals with materials coming from im-
portant, but little known contexts from 
an editorial point of view. There are two 
projects in and around the area of Cerve-
teri: “Edizione della necropoli di Monte 
Abatone (Cerveteri)” and “Edizione della 
necropoli della Casetta a Blera (Viterbo)”. 
The aim is to give prominence to the lar-
ger necropolis of Cerveteri (approxima-
tely 600 tombs), which remained untou-
ched for 60 years after its discovery, and 
to one of the necropolises of Blera, which 
was the hub of Caere in ancient times. 
Also the sector of numismatics is part of 
this line of research, focusing on mate-
rials, through collaboration with various 



23 UNITUS - ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC-ARTISTIC HERITAGE STUDIES - HANDBOOK 2016/2017

research institutes: the Centre Ernest Ba-
belon – Orléans – CNRS – IRA- MAT and 
the Universities of Siena and Florence. 
The latest technologies are used in each 
of these projects: Total Station, Laser 
Scanner, Drone, Photogrammetry, GIS 
and GeoRadar. The consistent participa-
tion of students in all these projects plays 
an important role in the teaching and trai-
ning activities.

History of Art
In the historic-artistic sphere, there are 
many lines of research which use diverse 
methodologies and which are distribu-
ted along a vast timeline which stretches 
from Medieval to contemporary times. 
There is also an enormous range of arti-
stic works to consider, from wall paintings 
to mosaics, from paintings on canvas and 
boards, to sculptures in marble, wood 
and terracotta. Then there are artisan 
crafts and the use of multiple materials 
in art works of the 20th century, without 
forgetting conceptual linguistic forms of 
art, performance and digital art. At an 
international level, the research project 
in Turkey, The Cave Paintings in Cappado-
cia – for knowledge, conservation and en-
hancement, is of great importance. The 
purpose of the project is to study the 
phenomenon of cave paintings along the 
timeline from the 6th to the 13th centu-
ries in order to increase knowledge of 
the various aspects of medieval painting 
in Cappadocia and to use a data bank of 
the building materials and the techniques 
which have been perfected in Turkey. The 
project has been authorised by the Di-
rector General of the Ministry of Touri-
sm and Culture of the Republic of Turkey. 

A second line of research is connected to 
the former, which deals with the conser-
vation and restoration of wall paintings 
in caves. From 2011 in collaboration with 
the Archaeological Museum of Nevsehir, 
restoration work has started on the wall 
paintings of the New Church of Tokalı in 
the Open Air Museum of Göreme, one 
of the most famous and visited of Cap-
padocia. Another international project 
regarding the same theme is the study of 
the relationships between Constantinople 
and the Caucasian area (Georgia and Ar-
menia). One specific research aim for the 
Caucasian area is the study of the pictorial 
cycles of Tao Klarjeti (10th -13th centuries).
Research dealing with historic-artistic 
issues of the modern age is focused 
on analysing the fate of specific icono-
graphic themes or on studying groups 
of artwork for which certain provenance 
is unknown, and focussing on a timeline 
between the 16th and 17th centuries. In 
addition to further studies of the artwork 
belonging to the years between the two 
world wars, research is being carried 
out on a large-scale regarding the undi-
scovered connections between the art 
and architecture of contemporary times.  
A further line of research deals with the 
enhancement of the work of contempo-
rary artists in historic-monumental con-
texts and outside of museum contexts. 
The objectives of this initiative have been 
in part achieved through activities carried 
out in the ambit of the University Museum 
System - Contemporary Art network.
In addition, a digital platform has been 
developed, which is updated every th-
ree months, to deal with issues of con-
temporary artistic culture in multiple 
formats regarding the production, docu-
mentation, criticism, conservation and 
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restoration of artefacts. In the sector of 
the history of art techniques, a specific 
line of research is dedicated to medieval 
art workshops. Analysis of the proce-
dures of studying artefacts, combines 
historic-critical knowledge with scientific 
techniques, and applies a system which 
integrates research and documentation. 
Two highly privileged research fields are 
those of the wall paintings of the cave 
churches in Cappadocia (Turkey) and 
the wall paintings of the Church of San-
ta Maria Antiqua at the Roman Forum. 
The culture of restoration is also dealt 
with in regards to particularly complex 
workshops, such as the workshop de-
aling with the fragments of the Cona dei 
Lani, a political Renaissance monument 
in polychrome terracotta (1517) origi-
nating from the Church of Sant’Eligio in 
the market of Naples and conserved in 
the Museum Certosa di San Martino.

Philological and Literary 
Studies
Research in literary studies concentrates 
on traditional Greek, Latin and Italian the-
mes and authors, which span an extensi-
ve timeline, from the ancient world to the 
6th century. In particular, research into 
Greek literature is carried out along two 
lines of study: historic-literary analysis 
and philological reconstruction. Resear-
chers work in close contact with working 
groups and institutions of national and 
international importance. Historic-litera-
ry analysis focuses on 4th century texts 
by Socrates and Plato and addresses the 
birth and development of expository and 
logos erotikos genres, which have been 
neglected by the critics. The main objec-
tive of philological reconstruction is to 

establish the Evagoras text, in the ambit 
of the critical edition including Socrates, 
which has for decades been considered 
a desideratum of international research, 
and is planned in the near future for the 
prestigious series, Oxford Classical Texts. 
Research into Latin Literature focuses on 
the manuscript by Martial, the Histo-
ry of Tradition, which will give a better 
foundation from which to reconstruct 
the text of the Epigrammes, Book X. It 
will also develop historical, philological 
and literary awareness, especially in re-
gard to intertextuality. As regards Italian 
literature, various lines of research focus 
on the critical and textual recuperation of 
sectors of Renaissance culture, including 
narrative and epistolary editions (Areti-
no, Doni, Ruscelli, Marcolini), 6th centu-
ry literature (Sigismondo Fanti) and the 
Dantesque exegeses (Cristoforo Landino; 
CD Rom Lexis), which have been studied 
little or ignored due to a conventional and 
elitist perception of the literary text. The 
course also includes the organization of 
national and international conferences, 
and the development of websites (www.
archilet.it). 

History and Legal Studies 
Research into the early Middle Ages re-
volves around questions and issues of 
4th and 5th century Italian history, con-
centrating, among other issues, on the 
collections of historiographic, literary and 
diplomatic sources, to study the conspi-
racy of Stefano Porcari against Pope Ni-
cholas V. 
As regards the mid-late Middle Ages, 
research is carried out into the history 
of interactions between Christians and 
Muslims in the period between 1450 
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and 1800; into the history of Italy from a 
global perspective between 1400 - 1600; 
into world Renaissance historiography 
and into the institutional intrigues of the 
Spanish Inquisition. 
Finally, contemporary research focuses 
on parliamentary politics of post-unified 
Italy, concentrating in particular on the 
focal point of transformation in the era of 
Depretis; on female participation in the 
First World War, on exploring the support 
for neutrality and accounts of witnesses 
from the front line; and on the history of 
school education in the Republican era.
Some research dealing with administra-
tive law is connected to historical-legal 
studies, in particular, reference to admi-
nistrative justice, public tenders and he-
ritage. In the case of heritage, studies are 
carried out both nationally and interna-
tionally. In the field of archiving research, 
some work is aimed at the re-engineering 
of documentary processes.

Science and technology for 
conservation, restoration 
and enhancement of 
archaeological and 
historic-artistic heritage
Research activities in this field are cha-
racterised by the desire to combine 
historic-artistic and archaeological stu-
dies with science and technology in a 
systematic way. The use of instruments 
and analytical tools in research is pre-
dominantly geared towards diagnostics 
and towards understanding and deve-
loping good practices for the conser-
vation, restoration and enhancement 
of heritage. Projects are also developed 
that have as their principal aim the expe-
rimentation and innovation of materials, 

the development of new technologies 
for diagnostics and new protocols in the 
field of conservation, including preven-
tion, and restoration.
What sets the University of Tuscia apart 
is a particular sensitivity to the critical 
evaluation of a restoration project and 
to its congruity in a philological aspect 
with history, and the vicissitudes of the 
artefact in the historical and archaeo-
logical context in which it is found. The 
scientific capabilities of the University 
range from the engineering of materials 
to analytical chemistry, to the science 
and technology of wood, to biology and 
biotechnology. Our strengths lie in our 
expertise relative to archaeometry, he-
ritage diagnostics, dendrochronology, 
bio-composite materials of contempo-
rary art, tombstone materials, wall pain-
tings and mosaics, and support artefacts 
in wood and textiles.
Research projects are often carried out 
in collaboration with other national and 
international institutions, in the lab and 
in situ for artefacts of the Tuscia area, 
in museums (Civic Museum of Viterbo, 
City Museum of Acquapendente, the 
Museum di Colle of Viterbo Cathedral) 
or monuments (church of Santa Maria 
Nova, the church cloisters of Santa Ma-
ria in Gradi). Among the most significant 
projects in the area are those carried out 
on wall paintings and on the wooden 
ceiling of the church Santa Maria Nuova 
in Viterbo; on the wooden artefacts of 
the submerged village in Lake Bolsena; 
and monitoring the micro-climate in the 
Museum di Colle of Viterbo Cathedral. 
Research projects in this sector are also 
carried out in archaeological, historic-ar-
tistic and monument contexts, in Cam-
pania and in Tuscany. Research work 
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abroad can be carried out, for example 
on archaeological projects in Egypt, Tur-
key (Cappadocia), on a European project 
on ancient musical instruments and on 
the project 2020 STORM. 
Dendrochronological dating of wood, 
based on ring chronology and radio-
carbon dating have been carried out on 
artefacts of particular importance, such 
as the painting of the Pietà di Ragusa and 
also on the timbers of the submerged 
village of Lake Bolsena and on archae-
ological ships in various restoration 
shipyards.
  In the field of diagnostics and material 
sciences, important projects have been 
carried out on ancient polychrome, on 
polychrome terracotta artefacts of Pa-
lazzo Venezia (Getty Conservation Insti-
tute Project) among which are works of 
Bernini, Algardi, Cafà, and Cartari, etc.

Landscape, Conservation 
and Heritage Restoration 
In accordance with Article 9 of the Ita-
lian Constitution and the European Con-
vention on the Landscape, research is 
carried out within the studies relative 

to archaeological and historic-artistic 
heritage, which generates awareness, 
enhancement, conservation and resto-
ration of environmental heritage, also in 
this case combining technical and scien-
tific skills with humanistic expertise. 
Making use of both traditional and cut-
ting-edge methods and tools, research is 
developed in the field of landscape plan-
ning to combat soil erosion and the de-
gradation of the countryside in an effort to 
protect biodiversity and ecosystems. This 
protection covers agro-forest landscapes 
as well as monuments, and includes the 
continual conservation, restoration and 
enhancement of works of art in their ori-
ginal contexts in order to safeguard them 
for future generations. Research me-
thods include the latest remote sensing, 
monitoring, and analysis methods, both 
in situ and in the multi-disciplinary lab. 
Among the cultural landscapes and loca-
tions which are subject to research inclu-
de the Presidential Estate of Castelpor-
ziano, the Renaissance Gardens of Tuscia, 
the historical agricultural landscapes of 
Lazio and the Appia Antica regional park.



27 UNITUS - ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC-ARTISTIC HERITAGE STUDIES - HANDBOOK 2016/2017

With the aim of developing good rela-
tionships with the world of work through 
traineeships or project work, the Univer-
sity of Tuscia has encouraged various ini-
tiatives to offer professional training and 
orientation among the more formal re-
quired modules of the university courses.  
These initiatives will favour subsequent 
entry into the work market for many new 
graduates.
The departments where the degree 
courses are based, along with individual 
tutors, also carry out activities for third 
parties and have numerous scientific col-
laboration contacts with institutions and 
businesses that operate in the archaeo-
logical and historic-artistic heritage sec-
tors. This offers the possibility to intro-
duce students to the realities of research 
and the world of work through field trips 
and traineeships. Some of these activi-
ties are carried out at the Laboratory of 
Diagnostics for Conservation and Resto-
ration “Michele Cordaro”, which carries 
out diagnostic and scientific research 
for works of art (Legislation D.R. no. 796 
of 28/07/2009). To be specific, the lab 
carries out analyses, tests and calibra-
tion. Technical work, aimed at official 
certification, is done using acquired ex-
perience and/or procedures, and is carri-
ed out on materials, apparatus, artefacts 
and structures of interest to the client or 
commissioning body.

Spin-off
To promote increased integration and 
collaboration of the archaeological and 
historic-artistic heritage sector with the 
business world, the University of Tuscia 
has proposed the activation of one spin-
off company and has proposed the acti-
vation of another.

SMART ART S.r.l.
In 2013, as a result of research and 
synergy developed by the researchers of 
the Archaeological and Historic-Artistic 
Heritage Unit, the University Spin-off 
SMART ART S.r.l. was established.
The company is made up of a team with 
clear and well developed skills, and pro-
poses to form a reference point for the 
exchange of ideas and evaluation of a 
technical and commodity-related nature 
in the field of heritage.
The main services offered to both public 
and private institutions are:
{ experimentation of innovative pro-

ducts and methodologies in the sec-
tor of restoration of heritage;

{ conservation, maintenance and re-
storation activities; documentation, 
cataloguing, archiving and digitization 
of  literary patrimony/document heri-
tage;

{ cultural tourism initiatives. A specific 
portal enables immediate access to 
information of general interest (free 
use) and of scientific interest (experts 
in the field).

Website www.smartartunitus.it

RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
BUSINESSES IN THE REGION
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CLAST
Cultural LAndScape Technologies
The spin-off, CLAST - Cultural LAndSca-
pe Technologies, awaiting activation, 
was proposed as a result of scientific 
experience in the field of Archaeological 
and Historic-Artistic Heritage Studies 
and of the desire to create a new 
business profile, made up of a staff of 
professionals who operate in the field of 
urban and rural management.
The project group is made up of profes-
sionals with a diverse range of skills and 
backgrounds, whose interests range from 
geology to archaeology and topography. 
The business side of the project offers 
the capacity to design and produce a 
whole series of services based on cutting 
edge procedures and the use of the most 
innovative technologies (SAPR, GeoRa-
dar, laser scanner 3D, GPS). The project 
focus will be the monitoring and mana-
gement of urban and rural landscapes.
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR1

1st semester starts 
Monday, 03 October 2016
1st semester finishes  
Tuesday, 31 January 2017

Christmas holidays  
Thursday, 22 December 2016
Return to lessons   
Monday, 09 January 2017

2nd semester starts  
Wednesday 01 March 2017  
2nd semester finishes 
Thursday 01 June 2017

Easter holidays  
Thursday 13 April 2017
Return to lessons  
Wednesday 19 April 2017

Exam Sessions 

1st semester exams
For students of the five-year, single-cycle Master’s 
Course (LMR-02)
From 9 January to 10 January 2017
Winter session 2016-17  
From 01 February to 28 February 2017
Additional Session 2015-16 
From 01 February to 28 February 2017
Additional Session 2016-2017 
for students of the five-year, single-cycle 
Masters Course (LMR-02)
From 19 April to 21 April 2017
Summer session 2016-17
From 05 June to 28 July 2017
Autumn session 2016-17 
From 05 September to 31 October 2017

Graduation Sessions

Winter Session 2015-16 
from 13 to 17 February 2017 
Additional Session 2016-17 
from 2 to 5 May 2017 
Summer Session 2016-17 
from 03 to 07 July 2017 
Autumn Session 2016-17  
from 02 to 06 October 2017 
Winter Session 2016-17  
from 12 to 15 December 2017

1  Given the specific nature of the five-year, single-
cycle Master’s Course (LMR-02), students will 
have exams during the 1st semester (from 09 to 
10 January 2017) and an additional exam session 
(19-21 April 2017).
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STUDENT SERVICES

Orientation Services
Administrators
Prof. Marina Micozzi, Prof. Alessia Rovelli, 
Dott.ssa Claudia Pelosi
Student Mentors
Arianna Gabrielli, Mattia Impeduglia
 
Front Desk
Tel. 0761.357003
Administrator 
Sig.ra Francesca Fabbrizi

Academic Offices
Director
Sig.ra Anna Filippetti 
beniculturali@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357167 – filippetti@unitus.it
Administrators
Sig.ra Maria Cocozza
0761 357166 – cocozza@unitus.it 
Sig.ra Doriana Taurchini
Tel. 0761 357166 – dtaurchini@unitus.it 

Laboratories

Diagnostics Laboratory 
for conservation and restoration
“Michele Cordaro”
Tel. 0761.357017 - 357018
Fax 0761.357017 - labdiac@unitus.it 
Director 
Prof. Ulderico Santamaria
Technical Director: Researcher  
Dott.ssa Claudia Pelosi
Administrative-Technical Staff 
Dott.ssa Giorgia Agresti 

Photographic Laboratory and 
Laboratory for Graphic Registration 
and Documentation 
Tel. 0761 – 357168; 357019; fax. 0761 - 357168; 
mail: mastro@unitus.it
Director
Dott. Giuseppe Romagnoli
Administrative-Technical Staff 
Sig. Bruno Fazzini

Restoration Laboratories 
Director  Prof.  Maria Ida Catalano 
Vice-Director  Dott.ssa Paola Pogliani
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Libraries

Social-Humanistic Library Hub  
Riello Campus 
Tel. 0761 357183 - 357184
Fax 0761 357038
bcbib@unitus.it 
Open from Monday to Thursday from 9.00 am
 to 7.00 pm (Friday from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm). 
Distribution services end at 5.00 pm (Friday 
at 1.00 pm).
Library Director
Dott. ssa Livia Saldicco saldicco@unitus.it
Administrative-Technical Staff: 
Dott. ssa Francesca Martinelli
martinellif@unitus.it
Sig. Nazzareno Barbero
barbero@unitus.it 
Tel. 0761 357165
Fax 0761 357633

Erasmus

Administrator
Prof. Anna Modigliani 
modigliani@unitus.it
Tel. 0761 357165 Fax 0761 357633

WWW.UNITUS.IT
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